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In recent years, the disputes about the death identification have become 
increasingly prominent in China. In order to solve these disputes, we should 
build the Chinese own death identification system as soon as possible. The 
death identification is a category of forensic identification. Forensic experts 
accept the entrust or invitation of judicial authorities or clients to use their 
forensic pathological knowledge and related disciplines theory or scientific 
technology to inspect, identify, and judge the cause of death, and make a 
conclusion on the cause of death by the way of checking the body and autopsy. 
The purpose of death identification system lies in three aspects. The first is to 
distinguish legal relation for the sake of a reasonable explanation to the 
deceased's relatives or interested parties, to clear the legal responsibility, in 
order to meet the wishes of the victims’ families timely; the second is to give 
accurate scientific evidence for criminal investigation and criminal trials as a 
professional support, to quell skepticism from the outside, to reduce pressure on 
the judiciary, and to resolve social conflicts; the third is to supervise public 
authority. 
This paper introduces the death identification system in two legal systems 
and in China, including the institutional arrangements, forensic expert, and the 
procedures of death identification. Through a comparative study, we can find 
out the problems on the existing system of death identification in China. One 
important problem is that forensic identification institution lacks neutrality. The 
paper tries to find a suitable development path for the death identification, to 
improve forensic identification and forensic expert system gradually. What’s 
more, the paper describes the ways to built up the procedures of death 
identification, the ways to establish Chinese death identification system. 
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